
Dear Friends, 

With December comes 

the season of Advent.  

We may be familiar with 

Advent as the time be-

fore Christmas, but per-

haps the spiritual mean-

ing of the season is less 

clear.  Advent is much 

more than the weeks be-

fore Christmas; it has its 

own identity and mean-

ing ï as a season of 

preparation, expecta-

tion, and longing.  

What do we long for?  

Spiritually, Advent is 

about longing for the 

coming of Christ.    It is a 

time when we ready our 

hearts and make more 

room in them for Jesus.  

It is a season when we 

are exhorted to wake up 

and get excited about 

Jesusô presence in our 

lives.  It is an invitation 

to re-orient ourselves, 

turn more towards God, 

make more room in our-

selves for Christôs pres-

ence.  This is why we 

also re-orient the sanctu-

ary and move the altar to 

another wall:  it is a 

physical, tangible repre-

sentation of what it 

means to be in the sea-

son of Advent. 

In Advent, many of us 

will be putting up our 

Christmas trees, pulling 

out the Christmas deco-

rations, readying our 

homes for Christmas.  

My invitation to you is 

that while you are doing 

those things, use it as a 

time to reflect on the 

themes of preparation, 

expectation, and long-

ing.  What is it you long 

for?  What difference 

will the birth of Jesus 

make in you this year?  

What might you need to 

do to prepare your heart 

for his coming? 

If you would like to have 

some of that conversa-

tion with others, you are 

invited to the Advent 

Series on Tuesdays in 

Advent, starting Tuesday 

November 30. We will 

gather at 7:00 for pot-

luck supper, then have 

conversation and reflec-

tion before ending with 

Compline.  I hope you 

will chose to participate.  

I also would like to invite 

you to come on Sunday, 

December 12 for a con-

versation with each 

other and two members 

of the Diocesan team as 

we reflect on race and 

racial reconciliation.  We 

will have  simple lunch 

after the 10:00 service, 

then gather for conver-

sation.  Please consider 

being a part of this im-

portant event in our life 

together. 

Finally, there is one page 

of this monthôs newslet-

ter that details the 

Christmas services.   

Volume 9  Number 12  

From the Rector +  

December 2010  

Inside this issue:  

Race & Racial Recon-
ciliation  

2 

Safe Guarding Godôs 
Children  

2 

Advent Series   6 

Christmas 2010 7 

S
t
.
 
G
e
o
r
g
e
ô
s
 
c
h
u
r
c
h
 
g
l
e
n
n
 
d
a
l
e
 
p
a
r
i
s
h

 

T
h

e
 W

id
e

r 
C

ir
c
le

 
 

ñS
h
a
p
e
 
a
 
c
i
r
c
l
e
 
e
v
e
r
 
w
i
d
e
r
 
a
n
d
 
a
 
p
e
o
p
l
e
 
e
v
e
r
 
f
r
e
e
ò

 

Letõs keep Advent; 

Christmas begins on  

December 25 

Continued on page 8 
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A Conversation  on Race and Racial 

Reconciliation ï Sunday December 12  
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Two members of the Racial Reconciliation task force of the Diocese will 

be here at Connie+ôs invitation on Sunday, December 12.  The are here 

to lead us and participate with us a conversation about the effects of ra-

cism and the spiritual healing we need in response to the racism in our-

selves and in our culture. Everyone is invited to stay for a light lunch 

after the 10:00 service and then participate in this conversation.  Please 

mark the date on your calendar now and plan to attend.  If you have 

questions or would like more information, you can speak with Connie+ 

On Saturday, December 11 from 9:30 ï 12:30 the Diocesan program Safe-

guarding Godôs Children will be offered at St. Georgeôs.  All who work with 

children ï including Sunday School teachers, youth program coordinators, 

and any  volunteers working with children and youth who have not completed 

a child abuse and sexual misconduct prevention of program in the last three 

years should plan to attend. 

This program provides participants with the information they need to protect 

the children they know and care for in their personal lives and the ministries 

in which they serve. It is based on the philosophy that if every adult can pro-

tect just one child, the will forever change one life. If we can all change one 

life, together we will make a difference in this generation of children. The 

Diocese of Washington wants each of its parishes to actively protect their chil-

dren and youth so that we may live into our baptismal covenant and to help 

them grow stronger in their life in Christ.  

St. Georgeôs to Host Safeguarding Godôs  
Children  

Why not consider making a donation for Christmas 
Flowers!  You can thank God for an event or person in 
your life, or remember someone who has passed 
away.  All memorials and thanksgivings will be listed in 
the Christmas bulletin.  Just complete one of the 
"Christmas Flowers" forms, along  with your donation in 
an envelope and place it  the basket (in the Narthex).  If 
you write a check please designate "Christmas Flow-
ers." Names for offerings for flowers can be submitted to 
the office by email or regular mail..  

Christmas Flower Orders Due by December  19  
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CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS: Please join the Anthem 

Choir on December 24 at 9:30PM for a special pres-

entation of music to celebrate Christmas. The 15 voice 

group will present a variety of works from classical to 

contemporary, and contemplative to celebratory as we 

mark the birth of Jesus.   

A special thanks to Ellie Babbitt-Cristo, Terry Doyle, 

emma hadley, Kyle Hadley-Bush, Karen Horrocks, 

Julia Jackson,  Amy Kraft, Katy Lawley, Michael Man-

giapane, Anne Majer, Eileen Murray, Ed Neuschler, 

John Rebstock,  Michael Reeher, Germaine Stoddart, 

and Amanda Venezia for all their hard work .  

The Anthem Choir will continue to offer one anthem 

each month. Anyone interested in singing & fellowship 

are welcome to join the group  in January. For more 

information and answers to your questions about the 

choir please contact emma.  

This year a live tree 

has been donated to 

St. Georgeôs ï a tree 

that the teenagers 

are going to go and 

cut down themselves 

(with adult supervi-

sion, of course).  The 

tree will be set up to 

be decorated for Sun-

day, December 19, 

following the 10:00 service.  Every St. Georgeôs pa-

rishioner is invited to bring one (1) ornament for our 

community tree.   This can be a special ornament you 

bring from home or that you made.   Either way, 

bring it on the 19th and we will celebrate the Fourth 

Sunday of Advent and look towards Christmas Eve 

with this special tree trimming event.  

St. Georgeôs Tree Trimming  
December 19  

Music Notes  

CONGRATULATIONS to the youth band, Eleven:Thirteen 

on their recent win at the Dream Big  band competition in 

Washington D.C.  The band took the first place prize , and 

will have a single of their original music played on a major 

radio station and will have a full length music video pro-

duced of their work through SONY. The judges at the 

competition stated that the band ñhas a fresh sound and 

brings great energy to the stage.ò  Shout out to Fawn Pet-

tigrewðthe band manager and band members Kyle Had-

ley-Bush, Tanner Pettigrew-Brown, Michael Payne, and Eli 

Woodbridge. Stayed tuned for more exciting news to sur-

face from this group!  

The guitar group welcomes any singers, drummers, guitar-

ists, etc  interested in leading the weekly service music 

during the 10:00AM service. Interested musicians should 

talk to Julia Jackson.   

As of press time, we had 44 pledges, close to our 

goal of 50 commitments for 

2011.  It is not too late to turn 

in your pledge card; cards are 

available at church and can be 

turned in any time.  Thank you 

for your generosity. 

In terms of our financial situation right now, we are 

behind 7pledge payments to the diocese totally 

approximately $10,000. 

The vestry will vote on the 2011 budget at their De-

cember meeting, Monday December 13 at 7 pm.   

Stewardship/Financial Update  

Acolyte Recognition Sunday 



Children and Youth Happenings in December  - Including Sunday School and 

Christmas Pageant 

The Pageant:  

All children 

and youth are 

invited to par-

ticipate in 

this yearõs 

Christmas 

pageant!  The 

pageant will 

be held on 

Friday, December 24, 

Christmas Eve, at the 5:00 

family service. Rehearsals 

are Sunday December 19 at 

the 9:00 Sunday School 

hour, and 4:00 on Friday 

December 24 .  If you would 

like to participate, please 

speak with Jennifer Matson.  

We also need some adults to 

help with the pageant, in-

cluding helping coordinate 

the costumes and manage  
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the actors.  There also may 

be some parts for adults ð 

so speak to Jen or Connie+ 

if you can help out.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sunday School Sched-

ule:  Sunday school will be 

held on December 5 and 12 

at 9:00 .  All participants in 

the pageant also need to be 

at rehearsal  at 9:00 on De-

cember 19. 

 

The Tree Trimming:  All 

St. Georgians, including chil-

dren and youth, are invited 

to participate in the tree 

trimming on December 19 

following the 10:00 service.  

We will decorate the St. 

Georgeõs Christmas tree, 

and everyone is invited to 

bring one ornament to put 

on the tree.  The teenagers 

will go pick out the tree and 

cut it down ð see Jen for 

details of that outing . 

Helen and Lee celebrated 20 years 

of marriage with a renewal of vows 

as Anne & Rebekah look on. 
Billy & Roy at the Blessing of 

their legal marriage 

Sam & Marion, celebrating 

30 years of marriage, have 

their  new rings Blessed 
Mike, James & Connie before 

the  wedding ceremony 

David  working   Mardi Gras  


