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The Bishop is Coming!

Geor

@ February 3.

dinner, we will be doing that on

Wednesday night at 7:30, February

24, €CBme on ther8and be ready
to sing, stomp, clap, and enjoy!

Annual Meeting

o SIS Dinner with
@ 6\,@ @ Bishop Chane
@\VQ\\' 9 & Thursday,

Come have din-
ner and fun with
our bishop! On
Thursday, Febru
ary 3 we begin the evening wilo&
luck Supper at 6:30.This will be fol-
lowed bymusic and singing and a
special presentation to the Bishop
in the Sanctuary. The evening will ¢
around 9:00 or shortly thereafter, w
Compline, the service of night pray
So ... Sign up to bring a dish to
share. If you can help set up for tht

Sunday, February 6

The St. Geor ged
will be held on Sunday, February,
‘at 11:15 am, following the 10:00
vice. This is t

gives the ©o6stat
\we elect new vestry members an
K i/ thank you to outgoing vestry
nembers, and do other business
the church. Everyone is invited g
.encouraged to attend and partici
fin this part of our church govern-
ance.

From the Rector

ness meeting, at which the rector

of
\nd
hate

Dear Friends,
What a great February we have comin
up! There are so many wonderful

St .
night of music and enjoyment, the An-
nual Meeting, hosting a week of Safe
Haven, the choir sewing partiesll of
them detailed in this newsletter and all
highlighting different aspects of our
life together. From church governance
(wow, the excitement!) to outreach, to
the music program, to fellowshipas |
say, it is going to be a great February.

As we move through these events and

the other parts of our parish life, we

can ask some of the questions of
¢gEpiphany. This season is one of

revelation, of Jesus, the Christ, being
things happening that reflect the life of revealed to us in various waygve

(featured prominently in the gospel
lessons in February is the Sermon

G e The lgsbop soming for a see Jesus revealed to us in scripture

on

Rector Continued on page 6
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SUNDAY FEBRUARY 6

69

hoime)

¢CKS @e2dzikK 2F {l(o
come to church and the annual meet-

your favorite football team, in honor of

come to be represented. Come and
join in the football fun!

to

T~

_ Ash Wednesday
is on March 9

Ash Wednesday se

and 7:30 pm orn
1Wednesday, March 9. The noon s{
vice is in the Chapel and the even
service is in the Main Church. Cor
begin the season of Lent with Hq
Eucharist and Imposition of Ashes.

SAVE THE DATEO® March 24
Special Liturgy on Thursday,

ing on Sunday, February 6 representin

Super Bowl Sunday. All teams are we

vices are at 12 nodn

g

r

March 24 at 7:00 pm.

This is the latest in the series of services
centering on the gift of the creation.

More info to come.

St. Georgeds Pl ay
ing their spring production very soon.
Stay tuned for audition information

and performances dates!

e

DS2NEBSQa

Calling all Pinners, Cutters,
Sewers & Cooks

On February 12 and February 19 we will be
gathering in Miller Hall to construct choir
robes for the An-
them Choir. We
need anyone will-
ing to pin and cut

fabric , those wh((f » }//

cansew, and =S
those willing to

feed the crew.

We will begin the work at 10:00AM on each
Saturday. If you can help in any way please
contact emma hadley.

AYGAGS
Sunday School Schedule

Sunday School classes will meet on
February 6 and 20
March 6 and 20.

Classes for those in Kindergarten
through High School begin at 9:00 am,
with the toddler class starting at

9:15. All children and youth are in-
vited to participate.

Kids For Animals Welfare) got a large
donation of towels, blankets, treats, and
toys. Kris White took the donations to
Greenbelt PAWS.

Greetings cards were sold in the early
spring of 2010. Each card was priced at
one dollar. The money was saved to
buy the animals food, and toys later. In
December the SGKFAW bought $140
dollars wor ?f food, toys, and treats.
ﬁ'h%y wifl 'oé donatBdfto Gterib&tY N € -
PAWS again. We will be selling buttons
in the months to come!

DER

g2dz G2

3 St Georgeods| Ki
in For Animal Welfare

ne

plyl 2009 the SGKFAW (S
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Gr as is almost here a
to participate in our annual Party. There are lots of

™ things you can do to help . The most important thing is
" to attend the party and auction from 6 pm i 10 pm on = \
.. Saturday night March 5. The next important thing, and %

Mar di

something you can do in conjunction with attending the
event, is to donate items for the auction or get others

to donate items. Besides the exciting things to bid
on at the silent auction, there will be a wonderful
dinner. The food is always delicious and will

have that New Orleans/Cajun focus to really

make it seem like we are transported to Louisiana I
- for the evening. There will be dancing after dinner to S

d\ peppy Cajun and Zydeco music which will get the
:7 staunchest wallflower out on the floor! Advance tickets are

44 $25.00; ticket prices are $30.00 at the door. Children 10
& years and under are free. There will be babysitting services
AN
\&™, so you really have no excuse not to come! Think of inviting
f% your friends and treating them to the friendliness that is such
a wonderful part of St. Georgeds.

|l tds time to|] earr

Lobby Day - February 14y Michael Mangiapane

On February 14, 2011, the Maryland state legisla- here in your own backyard? It's not that Mary-
ture will hold their annual lobby day and Equality land has not tried to pass a bill to legalize same
Maryland will be involved in talking with our dele- -sex marriages, it usually makes it through the
gates and senators about why marriage equality house, but dies in committee in the Senate.
and gender identity protection is important. They This year, there has been some turnover in the
will kick things off with a rally at 4:30 PM and then committees that have blocked such a bill be-
from 6 -8 PM there will be meetings with individual fore, so the chances are better of having a bill
legislators to give us a chance to talk to them one pass the Maryland state legislature. The thing
on one. All of this takes place down at the state is, we need to tell our legislators why such a
house in Annapolis. bill is important, and also to thank those who
have voted for such bills in the past and to ask
Last year was a milestone for marriage equality in them to vote for it again.
Maryland, first with DC passing a marriage equality
bill, and then Maryland Attorney General Doug I'hope you will consider making a trip out to
Gansler declaring that Maryland would recognize Annapolis on Feb 14. If there is enough inter-
same-sex marriages performed in other states and est we can coordinate carpooling from St.
DC. We have seen a number of beautiful marriage Georges to get there. If you would like more
ceremonies here at St. Georges as couples who information and to sign up for lobby day itself
have waited years, even decades, were finally al- (so that you can get information ahead of time
lowed to enter into a legal civil marriage. However, on when your meetings will be) then visit http:/
wouldn't it be nice if instead of having to travel to www.equalitymaryland.org.

DC to do the legal paperwork, you could do it
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Vestry Notes: Gratitude and Challenges
By John Rebstock

And now for the challenges.

Flrst, the gratitude: As | write this one day after the Over the past year on Vestry, | have had the op-
Mutual Ministry Review, | am still treasuring the won-  portunity to contemplate the stewardship of time,
derfully gifted people who bless our congregation. Rightlent and treasure that we jointly exercise as a
now | name only those leaving service on the Vestry. parish. The recent processes of preparing a
Joann Prosserwho did the organizing legork for ~ budget for 2011 and conducting the Mutual Min-
the Ministry Review, is ending a phenomenal 1Sty Review have highlighted for me three areas
year of productivity on behalf of our parish. She Of long-term challenge.
has put in countless hours, especially on complekirst, we face ofgoing budget hurdlesAs a
building-maintenance issues and even morecons mal | pari sh that hi-stor
plex human relationship issues, like the Ministrytoopaycheck, 06 our budget i
Review and the parish meeting about stewardshiprgely beyond our control. Pledge income is the
On the Vestry, she has held our feet to the fire bynost reliable and consistent income for the par-
pleasantly but persistently reminding us of tasksish, and the only factor that we can unilaterally
left undone. control by our own decisiemaking. While
We are also losing Junior Warddoan Marionnj pledge income has increased steadily from about
VPOD extraordinaire. The Vestry Personon  $119,000 in 2009 to about $132,000 in 2010 to
Duty is like house manager on a Sunday morningbout $155,000 in 2011 (a 30% increase over the
It is emblematic of a profound ministry of wel-  three years), it still accounts for only about 2/3 of
come that Joan personifies. She has sought to our operating income. This proportion has in-
keep the Vestry mindful of ways we can deepen creased dramatically since 2009, when only 56%
our understanding of what Gospel hospitality ~ of our operating income came from pledges. Un-
really is. fortunately, the proportion of pledge income has
Josephine Rosalso leaves the Vestry after a short increased not only due to increased pledging,
repeat stint, having ended a term as Senior Warwhich is good, but also from decreased building
den not long ago. There is no substitute for ex- use income, which is not good. This gives us the

perience, and Josephine brought that gifttothe ione st ep forward, two ¢
Vestry in spadéds parish experience and lifeex- i We i ncreased pledging,
perience that has been honed to a focusonjustiteu ndr ai ser s?! 0 Wel | , ye

that | admiringly describe as fierce. And all con-lost significant buildinguse income over that

tained within a demeanor that exudes, like Joan,time. Restoring that buildingse income will be

hospitality and celebration. helpful, and we still need volunteers to work on
Finally, we are also losing Senior Wardeay Peter- marketing our church for weddings, parties, and

son ACool as a cucumb warship. \Bat & weovant reliabilitythe @nlydvay-

scri be -Ruessd@maciouspand generous out of our predicament will be to continue to in-

|l eader shi p. I s t her e ceeasgpetgeimapmet hat Roy hasno

invol_ved in? From stewa_rdship to fundraising to A second londgerm challenge is building mainte-
buil ding maintenance {pghceSHehavE£tRdssdibneed)grafdpaf-r S
you-nameit, Roy has been involved as a true sergnt chapel and our versatile main building that
vant of this parish. was colicky even as a baby and is now entering a
For all our retiring Vestry members, | thank God, and | cranky adolescence. Over the past year, a large
thank them. | encourage you to do the same. portion of the HVAC system broke down, pre-

senting us with a replacemerstry Continuned on
page 5
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Vestry Continued from page 4

|
develop an action plan, identify necessary re-

bill of well over $10,000. These needs pop up too unegources, coordinate with other ministries, and com-
pectedly to account for them in our regular budget, butmunicate your work to the rest of the parish.

regularly enough for us to know that a responsible planmroo often, the Vestry or the rector are presented

needs to be instituted for a capital campaign that will
address building maintenanca.capital campaign will
be a significant, mukyear fundraising endeavorWe
need a committed team to study possible fraiging
model s, develop a pl an

with good ideas, but not with the concomitant p
ple-power behind the idea®ne solution may be

eo-

strengthening a standing committee structure and

fostering an expectation that a large proportion

of

S Hakish hérlbeé's jdin@itleasbdne corfafitRd, &fecod S

then implement the plan. If you can help, please contagjely making such involvement a norm of parish

Roy Peterson.

membership, as important as pledging.

A final challenge is widening our parish leadership to As you consider your place in the parish, please
avert Vestry burnout! started this article with gratitude pray about ways you might be called to lead us

for retiring Vestry
ing, 6 of 9 Vestry members had to be replaced. This

me mb fv&rd throudhtthe Ehallenges ¥f BLR futdrs.

year, 5 of 9 Vestry members will be replaced. Roy i
the only retiring Vestry member who is tetimited.
This high rate of Vestry turnver is a sign that we burr
through our leaders too quickly by putting too much r
sponsibility on too few people.

Parishioners at the Mutual Ministry Review noted that
sometimes ideas are not followed up, people who wdn

to volunteer are not utilized, and other ways in which

good intentions fall through cracks. The missing link I,
our parish is people, other than Connie or Vestry me Ly

bers, who are willing to take on significant leadership
responsibility. This means not simply volunteering tq
help with a task, but volunteering lead a task and all

this entails: set up meetings, recruit other volunteers

Lenten Outreach is Coming Up!

Ht may not be possible to top the popularity of

| ast year d6s Goat Proj
have the opportunity to try. There will be a
Ltgnten outreach project, and the hope is to
use the contacts made last year through Jared
Ross in Mali. Josephine Ross is researching
e possibility of working with the orphanage
ve provided sheep for as part of the Goat Pro-
)ject, as well as following up with other leads.
More information to follow as it all comes to-
gether i so save your quarters!

ann

ect

SAFE

HAVEN

It is not too late to get involved with this wonderful
Istry. To make it a success we need more voluntes
sistance with preparing meals (dinners or breakfg
assisting with the overnight shifts is still needed.
volunteers are needed after the 10 am services on
February 1Bto assist with set up, and after the 1(
service on Sunday February @0help with take dow
as well as transporting cots, the men, and their belg
to the next church. Finally, we will need help laun
all of the blankets, sheets, and towels. Please
Joann Prosser (3@B35139) or Gene Ferrick (4832
6846) for more details.

min-

prs! As
sts) @
Also,
Sund
D am

n,
Nging
dering
conta
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St . Georgebos

7010 Glenn Dale Rd.
Glenn Dale, Md 20769

Phone: 301-262-3285

Fax: 301-262-0666

E-mail: officestgeo@verizon.net
Www.stgeo.org

Mission Statement

The mission of St.
Georgebs is t
Christian community of

love and support that
actively seeks and in-
cludes all people.

o] bui

We commit ourselves
to  spiritual  growth
through worship and
education that empow-
ers us to follow
Christés examgl
world.

Rector Continued from page 1
Mount), but we also are

charged with looking for Je-

sus revealing himself to us
in our everyday

lives. Epiphany is the sea-
son of light, Christ is our
light i where do we find the
light? Where do we experi-
ence the light of Christ, and
maybe most importantly,

when and where do we em- What are the Beatitudes, you

body the light of Christ?
AYou are the
worl do Jesus
one of the gospel lessons
this seasonWhat can you
do, what can | do, what can
we do to truly be the light
that Jesus knows we

you are looking for some

Church

Gl enn Dal e Pari sh

| d a

t he

light, and also to look for
Jesus, the light, around us.

Blessings, Connie+

Lenten Program on
THE BEATITUDES
Starting March 15

ask? They are the pro-
npuncgnieRts Jesys makes o
n’WI*le pogpel pf Mqttrpew t[]ag
begin, Blessed are. .. For
instance, blessed are the

Blessed

mourn
reward il
thirst mercifu .
peacemakers Deart
pure prophets
children  revile
p{.‘l‘SCClllL’

hunger people
filled

o God glad
persecuted
R%']j()icu klngdom
evi

meekheaVen

= inherit fil]sel'\- mercy
righteousness

poor account

kinds

sake

comtorted earth
spirit utter

way

greatcalled
see

poor in spirit, for theirs is the

kingdom of heaven. What do these teachings of Jesus mean? Why
do they matter? What do they have to say to us? If you would like to
explore these teachings and their meaning, Lent 2011 is your chance.
are? This February | hope The Lenten program will be offered on Tuesday nights from 7:00 i
8:45 on March 15, 22 and 29 and April 5 and 12, with a simple supper
specific ways to embody theto begin the evening. All are invited and welcome to attend.
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