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Dear Friends, 
 
With March comes the end of the season 
of Epiphany and the beginning of the 
season of Lent.  Ash Wednesday is 
Wednesday, March 9 (services detailed 
inside) and that makes Easter forty days 
later on April 24.  These forty days are 
meant to be a time of spiritual renewal, 
as we prepare to walk with Jesus 
through the last days of his life in Holy 
Week. 
 
So what might this spiritual renewal look 
like?  Some ways to answer that ques-
tion might be to commit to going to 
church all of the Sundays in Lent; to par-
ticipate in the Lenten program on Tues-
day nights during Lent (also detailed in-
side); or to worship at the midweek ser-
vice on Wednesday nights in this season.  
Though some of us may have grown up 
with the idea of giving something up for 
[Ŝƴǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎΩ 
sacrifice, another approach is to take 
something on during the season. 
 
Another way to focus on spiritual re-
newal might be to spend time every day 
in prayer or reflection during the Lenten 
season. For some reading a book with a 
spiritual focus might fulfill this  need; for 
others it might be something like walking 
meditation.   
 
Doing something for others by partici-
pating in some kind of outreach is an-
other way to observe a holy Lent, 
ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ŀǘ aŀǊǘƘŀΩǎ /ƭƻǎŜǘΣ  

making prayer beads for our troops, par-
ticipating in the Lenten Outreach project, 
or something else that involves doing for 
others. Whatever the practice you 
choose, what matters is that it in some 
way bring you closer to God, connect 
you with Jesus Christ. 
 

Wǳǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ [Ŝƴǘ ōŜƎƛƴǎΣ {ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
celebrate Mardi Gras on Saturday, 
March 5 with our annual dinner and si-
lent auction.  This is a significant fund-
raiser for the church and we hope you 
will buy tickets, donate to the auction, 
and come on March 5 for fellowship and 
to enjoy the dinner provided by Main 
Street catering.  It is always a good time 
and fun to see the costumes people 
wear and the creative items that are do-
ƴŀǘŜŘΦ  ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ ƛǘΗ 
 

I look forward to celebrating another 
Lent with you, particularly as this month 
marks five years since I came to St. 
DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎΦ  9ƳƳŀ ŀƴŘ L ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ 
be part of this wonderful community. 
 
Blessings, 
Connie+ 

Mardi Gras  
Saturday. March 5 

6:00PM-10:00PM  

Advance tickets are $25.00;  

Ticket are $30.00 at the door.  

Children 10 years and under are 
free.  
There will be babysitting services  
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Tuesdays in Lent:  The Challenge of the Beatitudes 

Ash Wednesday is 
on March 9 

 

Lent starts on Wednesday, March 9, and with Lent comes a renewed focus on our spiri-

tual lives.  Tuesdays in Lent you are invited to come and share fellowship, conversation 

and learning about The Beatitudes.  The Beatitudes, you say?  You mean those nice say-

ings of Jesus that go óblessed are the poor, blessed are the meek, blessed are those who 

mourn?ô  I mean, theyôre nice and all, but honestly, why does it matter that Jesus said 

them?  If you are interested in exploring why these teachings of Jesus matter, what they 

really mean, and how they challenge us, come on five Tuesday nights starting March 15.  

We will gather at 7:00 pm for dinner and start our exploration at 7:30, ending at ap-

proximately 8:45.  The dates are March 15, 22, and 29, and April 5 and 12.  All are in-

vited and welcome.  This is a good way to observe óa holy Lentô and focus on God in 

this season.  Hope to see you there.  If you have questions, you can speak with Connie+ 

Ash Wednesday services 
are at 12 noon and 7:30 
pm on Wednesday, March 
9.  The noon service is in 
the Chapel and the eve-
ning service is in the Main 
Church.  Come begin the 
season of Lent with Holy 
Eucharist and Imposition 
of Ashes. 
 

 

The days 
are still cold, 
but the sun 
is getting 
stronger.  You can feel it 
when you get into your 
car in the middle of the 
dayτsolar warmth!  And 
with spring come 
thoughts of green growth. 

Over the past years, St. 
DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ Ƙŀǎ ƭƻǎǘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 
large trees in our rustic 
cemetery.  In order to 
maintain this wooded 
sanctuary for the future, 
we are thinking of plant-
ing new tree seedlings in 
the coming months. 

If you are interested in 
helping plan for this, 
please come to a meeting 
on Sunday, March 13 at 
9:00.  If you have ques-
tions or comments, please 
contact John Rebstock. 

After the 10:00 service on 
the 20th of March we will 
be making prayer beads 
for our troops in Afghani-
stan and Iraq.  The prayer 
beads are delivered to 
ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƘŀǊƳΩǎ ǿŀȅ ōȅ 
contacts through the On 
Beads of Prayer ministry.  
We have the opportunity 
to make them using mate-
rials supplied to us, which 
means the beads and 
training are available to 
you, and all we need from 
you is the willingness to 
make a string or two of 
beads.  Rosa Soliz leads 
this ministry and you can 
speak to her with any 
questions.  Thank you for 
your support. 

A Season of Growth: 
Trees Around St. 
'ÅÏÒÇÅȭÓ 

Prayer Bead Making 
for our Troops ɀ 
Sunday March 20 

Sunday School in March 
and April 

 

March 6 and 20 
April 5 and 19 

Classes start at 9:00 for 
kindergarten through 
high school, and 9:15 
for the toddler class. 
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 Views of Safe Haven  by Michael Mangiapane and Gene Ferrick  

 
Whatsoever you do to the least of my people, 

that you do unto me. 
 

St. Georges is a parish that has demonstrated that 
when it is faced with a challenge, its members rise 
up to the occasion, and with the recent taking on of 
Safe Haven, we continued that reputation. 

 

A number of years ago, St. Georges did participate in 
similar programs to Safe Haven, though our involve-
ment had changed.  In recent years, Good Samaritan 
Lutheran Church just up the road from us had been 
in charge of a full week of Safe Haven, and folks from 
St. Georges would volunteer to help for a few nights 
over at Good Samaritan.  However, only a few core 
folks were helping out, and it sometimes was a strug-
gle to find enough folks from St. Georges who could 
take the time to help the less fortunate in Safe Ha-
ven. 

 

Last summer, two participating churches decided to 
drop out of Safe Haven, and so Safe Haven ap-
proached Joann Prosser about the possibility of St. 
Georges taking on a full week.  She presented the 
request to the vestry, which brought on a debate.  
Joann noted that St. Georges has the space to house 
10-15 men, a kitchen, and enough potential volun-
teers to help out.  The vestry thought that all of this 
was a good idea, but there was still some hesitation 
because it wasn't guaranteed we would have enough 
volunteers or the energy to do it.  Both sides knew 
that it would take a great deal of coordination and 
work to house the Safe Haven participants.  Ulti-
mately the vestry decided to give Safe Haven a try 
since we had time to plan for it and to hopefully be 
able to talk it up to the parish. 

 

Joann took on the task of meeting with the Safe Ha-
ven leaders and coordinated the volunteers for our 
week. This took many shout-outs at church and innu-
merable phone calls. Connie+, the vestry, and the 
rest of St. George's are grateful for her efforts as  

each day required enough dinner, breakfast, and 
lunch for the men and volunteers, as well as over-
night chaperones. Transportation was needed to 
bring the men to the laundromat and to Good Sa-
maritan for showers.  Our thanks go to Mark and 
Melissa Steiner of Good Samaritan for taking the 
time to transport the men during the week.  There 
was also the challenge of making sure a space was 
set up for the men and that everyone would be safe 
and secure during the evening, a task that was well 
taken care of by Rosa Soliz and Gene Ferrick, among 
many other parish members. 

 
It wasn't just folks from St. Georges who were able 
to get involved with Safe Haven.  The local Boy Scout 
and Girl Scout troops helped out with meals for the 
men during the week. Main Street Catering made a 
donation of food for at least one of the meals. To 
kick things off on the first night, the band Eleven 
Thirteen played a concert for the men.  It was very 
well received. 

 
Ultimately the men themselves were warm, well fed, 
and very grateful that St. Georges was a part of Safe 
Haven this year.  Everyone who participated, 
whether they made and dropped off food to be 
served to the men, stayed overnight to watch over 
everyone, served the food to the men, or staffed the 
front desk, all of them deserve our thanks and grati-
tude.  We should especially thank Joann and Gene 
for the hard work they put in to help coordinate this 
event.  Truly St. Georges showed that we do have 
the energy and volunteers to take on a larger project 
like Safe Haven and make it a success. 

A special thank you to all the pinners, cutters, 
sewers and cooks who facilitated in the crea-
tion of choir robes over the past two weeks. 
We could not have complete this project 
without your help! 
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 Mission Statement  
  

The mission of St. 
Georgeôs is to build a 
Christian community of 
love and support that 
actively seeks and in-
cludes all people.   

We commit ourselves to 
spiritual growth through 
worship and education 
that empowers us to fol-
low Christôs example in 
the world.  

Eleven:Thirteen is now available on itunes! You 

can purchase their single On My Mind for .99! 
Simply open itunes on your computer, search for 
the band (Eleven:Thirteen), and then click on their 
ƭƻƎƻΦ Wǳǎǘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άōǳȅέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
yours! You can also purchase the single from 
http://www.cdbaby.com/cd/eleventhirteen2  
 
In February the band was featured on internet 
radio station FM102x , and on March 22 http://
www.latalkradio/ch1  will feature their single at 
8:00pm.  
 
Watch for more exciting news from the band as 
they host 2 benefit concerts. The first concert is 
aŀǊŎƘ мн ŀǘ {ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ aŀǊπ
ǘƘŀΩǎ /ƭƻǎŜǘΦ ¢ƛŎƪŜǘǎ ŀǊŜ ϷпΦлл ŀƴŘ ŀ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ 
non perishable food item. The second concert is 
April 15 at the Bowie Performing Arts Center to 
benefit the Bowie Food Pantry. They will be shar-
ing the stage with three other bands and 3 solo 
performers (including our pianist Owen Adams). 
Tickets for this benefit are $8.00 or $4.00 and 4 
non perishable food items.  

Open Auditions 
for 

Book by   George Furth  
Music by  Stephen Sondheim  
Lyrics by  Stephen Sondheim 
Tuesday, March 29 

7:30-9:30 
       Wednesday, March 30 

    7:30-9:30 

Call Backs (if necessary) Thursday, April 1, 8:00-9:00 

St. Georgeõs Church 
7010 Glenn Dale Rd 

Glenn Dale, MD 20769 
 

Produced by Roy Peterson 
Directed by emma hadley 

Music Direction by Owen Adams 
 

Performance Dates are August  5,6,7, 12,13,14 

Please bring 2 copies of music (2-3 minutes) 

A prepared 2-3 minute monologue 

http://www.cdbaby.com/cd/eleventhirteen2
http://www.latalkradio/ch1
http://www.latalkradio/ch1
http://www.mtishows.com/show_detail.asp?showid=000030
http://www.mtishows.com/show_detail.asp?showid=000030
http://www.mtishows.com/show_detail.asp?showid=000030

